Michigan Reading Journal
Volume 11

Issue 1

Article 13

January 1977

Convention News
Michigan Reading Journal

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/mrj

Recommended Citation
Journal, Michigan Reading (1977) "Convention News," Michigan Reading Journal: Vol. 11 : Iss. 1 , Article
13.
Available at: https://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/mrj/vol11/iss1/13

From The Teachers & Writers Guide to Classic American Literature, edited by Christopher Edgar and Gary Lenhart,
2001, New York, NY: Teachers & Writers Collaborative. Copyright 2001 by Teachers & Writers Collaborative.
Reprinted with permission.
This work is brought to you for free and open access by ScholarWorks@GVSU. It has been accepted for inclusion in
Michigan Reading Journal by an authorized editor of ScholarWorks@GVSU. For more information, please contact
scholarworks@gvsu.edu.

CONVENTION NEWS
"Reading To Be Free"
"Reading To Be Free" has been set by
President Walter H. MacGinitie as the
theme of the International Reading Association's Twenty-second Annual Convention , May 2-6 , at the Miami Beach Convention Center. More than 12,000 persons
are expected to attend the annual event.
Sessions, workshops , symposia, open-end
discussions, special interest group meetings, and other activities during the convention will involve more than 1,500
persons as staff members during the five
days of the preconvention and convention
activities.
The International Reading Association,
with 70,000 members, is the primary
educational organization devoted to reading instruction and literacy training. It
has members in 75 nations and more than
900 affiliated organizations in 25 nations.
Topics to be discussed during the meeting will include adult literacy, elementary
reading instruction , secondary reading,
study skills, learning and reading disabilities, reading education for minority
groups, special education , adult literacy,
education of the gifted, and a wide range
of educational techniques.
Major speakers for the convention will
include: Dr. David Tyack of Stanford
University, speaking on "The Decline of
Optimism about Schools and Schooling";
Dr. Bob Jerrolds of the University of
Georgia, on the history of the International Reading Association; Maya Angelou, author of I Know Why A Caged Bird
Sings and most recently Singin' and
Swingin' and Gettin' Merry Like Christ-
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mas; and, for the Book and Author
Luncheon, Mollie Hunter of Scotland,
author of many books for children and
adults .
In addition to the various program
elements, approximately 400 exhibits ,
professional tours, and social events are
important parts of the planned activities.
The convention begins Tuesday afternoon, May 3, with the First General Session and concludes Friday afternoon, May
6, with the Book and Author Luncheon.
A series of preconvention institutes are
offered, with separate registration, beginning Monday morning, May 2, and concluding before the start of the convention
on Tuesday. Also available, before the
convention, is a day-and-a-half Perspectives Conference, open to all educators,
on "Legislation and Reading Competency
- Understanding the Nationwide Trend
toward Performance Assessment Before
and For Graduation. The conference runs
concurrently with the preconvention institutes.
Members of the Association will receive
information on the convention in late
January, and the preliminary program
for the meeting will be published in the
February issues of The Reading Teacher
and Journal of Reading. Persons who are
not members of the Association or who
wish additional information may contact
the Association at 800 Barksdale Road,
Newark, Delaware 19711 , U.S.A. Also
available is information on group discounts and student rates.
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